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Agenda

1. Housekeeping & Welcome

2. VASLan Update
- September Third Sector Forum
- Membership Relaunch
- Communities Mental Health & Wellbeing Fund

3. Support Available to Develop Enterprising Activity
- VASLan
- Social Enterprise Network Scotland (SENScot)
- Firstport

4. Made in South Lanarkshire Christmas Market

5. Closing Remarks
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VASLan Update
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September Third Sector Forum
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Membership Relaunched at November AGM
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Communities Mental Health & Wellbeing Fund

The overarching aim of the fund is to support community-based initiatives that 
promote and develop good mental health and wellbeing and/or mitigate and protect 
against the impact of distress and mental ill health within the adult population

• South Lanarkshire allocation - £880,000.
• Application processes is now live. Small , Main and Partnership applications
• Fund to be fully allocated by end of March 2022.
• Third Sector Interface (TSI) leading on the process of application, evaluation and 

monitoring.
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Communities Mental Health & Wellbeing Fund

11 Applications
2 Successful

9 awaiting Assessment

Total Amount Being 
Assessed

£100,616

Total Amount 
Awarded
£10,310

Total Amount 
Unallocated

£777074



Th
i
rd

 S
ec

to
r 

In
te

rf
ac

e

Support Available 
to Develop Enterprising Activity
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VASLan

Peter McGhee
Sustainability & Collaboration 
Development Officer 

Monica Allen
Social Enterprise for Health 
Development Officer 
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SENScot is a membership organisation and acts as the umbrella body for social enterprise 
Place based & Thematic networks in Scotland – Representing, promoting and supporting 
a network of networks

Representation Influence Policy Weekly 
Bulletin

Monthly 
Newsletters

Targeted 
Notifications

Communications

Development

SEN Sessions
Learning and 
Development 

Support

Bespoke 
One to One 

Support

Connections 
and 

Peer Support

Community 
Food SEN

Culture and 
Creative SEN

Employability 
SEN

Health SEN

Sport SEN

Tourism SEN

Rural SEN 
(supported by 

InspirAlba)

National 
Thematic SENs

Social 
Enterprise 

Introductory 
Meetings

Connections 
& 

Introductions 

Place based 
SENs SENScot

National 
Support 

Programmes

Third Sector 
Interfaces

P4P

Senscot Legal

Government
National & 

Local

Wider 
Stakeholder 

Referrals

Key Policy Areas

Community Food

Creative Industries

Public Procurement/ 
Service Reform

Community Tourism

Heritage

Health Inequalities

Sport and physical activity

Community Wealth 
Building

Rural

Community Justice

Mental Health

Adult Social Care Reform

Climate Change

Employability - No One 
Left Behind, Young 
People, Fair Work, 

Disability
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@firstport |   info@firstport.org.uk
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@firstport |   info@firstport.org.uk

Who are Firstport? 
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@justenterprise  |  startup@justenterprise.org

Who can access Just Enterprise Start-Up support? 
Individuals in Scotland with an interest or desire in starting a 
social enterprise – an idea, a social issue, and an enterprising 
solution. 

What support is available?
• Business advice on a one-to-one or group basis. 
• Workshops  and webinars.  
• Guidance and referrals to other valuable support. 



Th
i
rd

 S
ec

to
r 

In
te

rf
ac

e

@firstport |   info@firstport.org.uk

A programme that offers awards of £500, for 
individuals aged 16–26 looking to make a 
positive change in the issues that matter to 
them. 
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@firstport |   info@firstport.org.uk

Who’s it for? 
Individuals who have a business idea that 
addresses a social, environmental, and/or 
community issue. 

What do I get? 
Up to £5,000 towards the start-up costs of 
your social enterprise idea, to get it off the 
ground. 

Start It
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@firstport  |   info@firstport.org.uk

Build It
Who’s it for? 
Social entrepreneurs who have tested a social 
enterprise idea and want to make it their full-time 
career. 

What do I get? 
Up to £25,000 towards living costs: 
✓Wages – up to £20k for one permanent wage or up to 

£25k split between two or more. 
✓ Additional essential costs – if applying for one £20k 

wage, there is a further £5k available and awarded on 
a discretionary basis. 
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@firstport  |   info@firstport.org.uk

A fund for social enterprises that require a higher 
injection of capital to get the business off the ground, or 
further financial support to strengthen and sustain 
trading. It offers repayable grants between £30K–50K.

Boost It funds ideas that: 
• have been trading for three years or less 
• can demonstrate a track record, or potential, of 

income generation and social impact. 

Boost It
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@firstport |   info@firstport.org.uk

An accelerator programme for ambitious, social and 
community enterprises seeking to scale up their 
commercial and social impact. 

It offers intensive business and investment readiness 
support, as well as seed funding. LaunchMe supports a 
cohort of up to eight social enterprises each year.
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@firstport |   info@firstport.org.uk
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@firstport |   info@firstport.org.uk

• A new social investment product that supports ambitious 
social enterprises to start and scale their businesses.

• A fund that offers loans starting at £50K using a flexible, 
revenue-based repayment model. 

• A joint venture between Firstport and Social Enterprise 
Scotland.



Th
i
rd

 S
ec

to
r 

In
te

rf
ac

e

@firstport |   info@firstport.org.uk

Who’s it for? 

• Ambitious social enterprises in Scotland with high social 
impact potential.

• Registered organisations (i.e. not individuals) with an asset 
lock in place.

• Social enterprises that already considered other forms or 
providers of investment but unable to access them, or not 
suitable.
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@firstport |   info@firstport.org.uk

Website: 
www.firstport.org.uk

Contact me: 
kate@firstport.org.uk

General enquiries: 
info@firstport.org.uk

http://www.firstport.org.uk/
mailto:kate@firstport.org.uk
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Made in South Lanarkshire
Christmas Market
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Clydesdale Community Initiatives



Th
i
rd

 S
ec

to
r 

In
te

rf
ac

e
Clydesdale Community Initiatives

www.cciweb.org.uk
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Creative Strathaven CIC

Hole in My Pocket 
‘Dashing Through the 
Snow Christmas 
Card’
£3.30

Hole in My Pocket 
‘It’s a Wonderful Life 
Christmas Card’
£3.30

Hole in My Pocket 
‘May the Fourth 
Mug’ 
£12.00

https://tinyurl.com/ymcabmkp
https://tinyurl.com/4rfsxath
https://tinyurl.com/3byeu4vr
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Creative Strathaven CIC

ionalundiedesign
‘Ember Cufflinks’
£55.00

ionalundiedesign
‘Ember Circle 
Earrings’ 
£20.00

ionalundiedesign
‘Enkindle Brass 
Necklace 004’
£60.00

https://tinyurl.com/nhzpx84y
https://tinyurl.com/4389rtyz
https://tinyurl.com/2p82rcp4
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Creative Strathaven CIC

Looksee Illustration 
‘Black Fairytale
Rabbit Pin’
£11.99

Looksee Illustration 
‘Season’s Greetings 
Card’ 
£3.75

Looksee Illustration 
‘Ginger Fairytale Fox 
Pin’
£11.99

https://tinyurl.com/2p96hryb
https://tinyurl.com/mr23csmy
https://tinyurl.com/3r48bmwk
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Creative Strathaven CIC

Marc Peters Glass 
‘Christmas Jumper 
Decoration’
£14.00

Marc Peters Glass 
‘Reindeer 
Decoration’
£14.00

Marc Peters Glass 
‘Snowy Trees Candle 
Holder’
£25.00

https://tinyurl.com/2p8zep7f
https://tinyurl.com/2hfh4tuz
https://tinyurl.com/4eep6f9s
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Creative Strathaven CIC

Rathbone Sass 
‘Russian Doll Cross-
stitch Kit’
£17.50

Rathbone Sass 
‘Scottish Gins Cross-
stitch Kit’
£17.50

Rathbone Sass 
‘Tartan Stag Cross-
stitch Kit’
£17.00

https://tinyurl.com/sep2kp27
https://tinyurl.com/mnx8vstp
https://tinyurl.com/47nyfp73
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Creative Strathaven CIC

St Mango ‘Custard 
Cream Keyring’
£6.50

St Mango ‘Flump 
Badge’
£6.50

St Mango ‘Shrimps 
and Bananas Mug’
£12.50

https://tinyurl.com/ycxn38km
https://tinyurl.com/3aab435m
https://tinyurl.com/yc5jbzj2
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Creative Strathaven CIC

www.creativestrathaven.co.uk



Th
i
rd

 S
ec

to
r 

In
te

rf
ac

e
Feel the Warmth C.I.C.



Th
i
rd

 S
ec

to
r 

In
te

rf
ac

e
Feel the Warmth C.I.C.

www.ftwscotland.com
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CamGlen Bike Town
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CamGlen Bike Town

www.biketown.org.uk
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Questions?
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Social Enterprise Products

https://www.ftwscotland.com
/shop/?orderby=price-desc

https://www.biketown.org.uk/
shop/bikes-for-sale/

https://www.cciweb.org.uk/gif
t-shop

https://creative-strathaven-
cic.square.site/s/shop

https://www.ftwscotland.com/shop/?orderby=price-desc
https://www.biketown.org.uk/shop/bikes-for-sale/
https://www.cciweb.org.uk/gift-shop
https://creative-strathaven-cic.square.site/s/shop
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Thank You


